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LOS ANGELES

Rob Wynne

ESTELLE MALKA

utterflics were the leitmotil of Rob

Wynne's exhibition. Images of col-
orful winged creatures were added to
lamdseape photographs printed on ex-
tured silk Fabric and embroidered on
feli-covered Mmames, while the scientific
versions of butter(lly names were sprin-
kled in Latin on a wall behind the
gallery s Front window, The theme is ap-
propriate 1o Wynne's sensibility. He has
a light touch ihai seems almosi airbome
as he fits from one poetic thought 1o an-
other, bringing viewers along for a captis
valing experience.

I aldl 15 works displayed, Wynne com-
bined text with piciures, usually framing
a computer-gencrated or found image
wilth a |:l|tr.|~...- or sentence bomowed rom
literature, “Tell me whom you love and
I eedl v wh you gre,” 5 quste from
Lafcadio Hearmn, was embroidered on o
chanreuse feli-covered frame arounsd
the image of a purple human heart. An-
othier Hearn thoughe, "Hn.-ry- ||n.-1l:.'
makes light for its own soul,” ran anround
an orange frame on o photograph of a
single highted cancle,

Some pieces made much more subtle
associalons between words and pictures,
A i||'|.'|.'|3.I |'|:|.I|: |u~.|1:-r:|| I:|r||:|\|.'4|p¢'. which
seemed strikingly silent except for bright

butterflies, was paired with a sentence
from Jean Genet's Deathwarch: “If they
can, the actors should deaden the timbre
of theeir vimice,™

An artisl for the 19908, Wynne seems
thoroughly at home with a wide range of
miedin and methads, from high-tech com-
FHILETS 10 the sort of machine l.‘lﬂh.l’ﬂlil:ll‘.‘r"_\'
gencrally wsed for baschall caps and em-
blems, He also leels free 16 mune and
recycle an array of visual and verbal re-
sources. This could be a recipe for chaos
or cacophony, but in his hands it sn' He
chooses |.':|1'|.'|-u||.f.' and \'.cjgh.\ each ele-
ment against its counterpart. The result is
art that seems surpricingly pure and well
considered. Svzasye Muchsic

SHOULDN'T

Reh Wynme, | Showlde'l Be Sere . . ., 1996,
computer-altered photegraph,
embrokdered text on felt, 27 5 257,

Estelle Malka,
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